
December 2:  Hope 
 
Each of us approaches the Christmas season with a different perspective, shaped by our own personal 
and spiritual background.  For some, the 28 days between Thanksgiving and Christmas day are 
exhausting.  The highlight of the season is when the last string of lights has been removed and the final 
pine needle is picked up.  For others, Christmas can’t come soon enough.  You thrive on parties, cutting 
down your own tree, and actually energized by the crowds at the mall!!! 
 
Opening questions: 
 

1. What childhood present did you hope for that did or didn’t meet your expectations? 
 

2. How would you describe the feelings you have about the Christmas holidays?  (Excitement, exhaustion, 
discouragement, etc.) 

 
3. What are some things that you are hopeful for this season? 

 
Passage of scripture: 
 
Matthew 1:18-22 
 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they 
came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man 
and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  20 But after he had considered 
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home 
as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 
him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."  22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: 23  "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"—which 
means, "God with us." 

 
 

1. What are some key words in the passage that stand out to you? 
 

2. How does this passage speak to hope? 
 

3. Why do you think it is important for “God to be with us” 
 
 
1 Peter 1:3:  Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given 
us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
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December 9:  Peace 
 
It seems like John Lennon’s words “give peace a chance” echoes throughout all of our relationships.  In 
our economy, our country, our family, even our relationship with God can seem in conflict at times.   
 
Opening questions: 
 

1. What do most people think of when they think of peace?  What comes to mind? 
 

2. When you look back on your life when did you experience the most peace?  Least peace? 
 

3. What steals your peace during the holidays?  (Cooking the meal, opening the presents, decorating the house, etc.) 
 
Passage of scripture: 
 
Luke 2:1-15 
 
1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the 
first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to his own town to register. 
  
4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he 
belonged to the house and line of David. 5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and 
was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a 
son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 
 
8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do 
not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger." 
  
13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14"Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us 
about." 
 

1. What are some key words in the passage that stand out to you? 
 

2. How does this passage speak to peace? 
 

3. How does the birth of Jesus bring “peace to men”? 
 
Colossians 1:19-20:  For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 
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December 16:  Joy 
 
It seems every year it is a little easier to turn into the Grinch!  With economic pressure, finding the 
“right” gift, family stress, and just life in general it seems it might be hard to find joy.  Some of us are 
able to block out the pressure and just thrive in office parties and exchanging $25 gift cards and some 
of us find our heart getting two sizes smaller!  
 
Opening questions: 
 

1. How do people describe / define joy? 
 

2. What are things that make you happy that don’t cost money? 
 

3. What areas of Christmas can cause us to loose our joy? 
 
Passage of scripture: 
 
Matthew 2:1-12 
 
1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and 
asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him." 
  
3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4When he had called together all the people's 
chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. 5"In Bethlehem in Judea," they 
replied, "for this is what the prophet has written:  6" 'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.'” 
  
7Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8He sent them to 
Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may 
go and worship him." 
  
9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11On coming to the house, they 
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to go back to 
Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 
 

1. What memories come to mind when you read this passage? 
 

2. What are some key words in the passage that stand out to you? 
 

3. Why do they bring gifts at the birth of Jesus? 
 

4. How does Jesus bring joy that is beyond our circumstances? 
 

 
Hebrews 12:2: Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured 
the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
  
 


